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Section one:  What was England like at the time of the Tudors? 

 

The years 1485-1603 were a different world from the England and Europe we know today.  In order to be successful 

historians of the Early Modern period, we need to approach the study of the period through the lens of the time 

rather than through the lens of today. 

The activity for this week, will help you gain an overall feel for what England was like when the Tudors came to the 

throne. 

Task: 

Read through the information below that has been scanned from the textbook ‘The Tudors’ by D Ferriby, A Anderson 

& TImperato.   Then use that to create a large mindmap titled ‘England in the 1500s’.   Add information to this 

mindmap on the following stalks: 

 The Geography and England  

 Economy (what areas people worked in) 

 Society (groups of people and their roles) 

 Power and authority 

 Religion 

 

Extract from the textbook to help with the task 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



                                                   

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  



Section two:  What were the Wars of the Roses? 

 

Task one: Take some time to examine the family tree of the Houses of Lancaster and York. 

 

 

 

Task two:  Use the family tree to answer the follow questions. 

1. How many surviving sons did Edward III have? 

2. Who was the heir to the throne when Edward III died? 

3. Who took the throne from Henry VI? 

4. What happened when Edward IV died? 

5. How was Henry VII related to Edward III? 

 

Task three: Read the information below.  

 

 

  



Lancastrians Yorkists 

Henry VI 

1422-1461 

  

  

Start fighting against Henry VI when 

  he went mad in 1453 

  Edward IV  

1461-1470 

Henry VI   

1470 

  

  Edward IV 

1471-1483 

Defeated Henry VI in battle and ruled until he 

died. Sent Henry VI to the Tower of London, 

where he was murdered. 

  Edward V 

1483 

When his father died, Edward V was only 12. 

His Uncle Richard took over the country 

instead. 

  Richard III 

1483-1485 

 Richard’s nephew (Edward V) and his little 

brother were sent to the Tower of London 

where they disappeared, never to be seen 

again. Many historians say they were 

murdered. 

  

Task four: Answer the following questions. 

1. Which king went insane? 

2. What did Richard III do with Edward V and his little brother? 

3. How was Richard III related to Edward V? 

4. What did the ordinary people think about who should be king? 

5. Why was the Earl of Warwick called the kingmaker? 

6. Which side was the white rose for? 

7. Which side was the red rose for? 

8. Which side wanted Henry VI to be king? 

9. Which side wanted the Duke of York to be King? 

10. Can you explain what the Wars of the Roses were? Why did they begin? 

  

  



Task five: Organise the events below into chronological order - (Y) shows they are Yorksist and (L) Lancastrian 

  

In 1470 Edward IV (Y) had to run 

away from England as he was 

betrayed by his brother. Henry VI 

(L) becomes king again! 

  

In 1483 Edward IV (Y) dies from old 

age. His 12-year-old son becomes 

king    Edward V (Y). He 

mysteriously disappears on his 

way to be crowned king. 

 

 

 Henry VI (L) captured in the Battle 

of Northampton (1461) and taken 

prisoner. Edward IV from the 

House of York wins and becomes 

king of England.  

The Wars of the Roses begins at 

the Battle of St    Albans in 1455.  

The House of York do not like 

having an     insane king and think 

they could do a better job! 

Between 1461- 64 there are 3 

more battles between Edward IV 

(Y) and supporters of Henry VI (L). 

Edward IV wins them all easily. 

 

 

Henry VI is the King of England 

between 1422-61. He is from the 

House of Lancaster.  He is slightly 

insane. 

. 

At the Battle of Barnet in 1471 

Edward IV (Y) becomes king again! 

Henry VI (L) is murdered to 

prevent him becoming king again 

Richard III (Y) dies at the Battle of 

Bosworth in 1485. Henry VII (Henry    

Tudor) becomes king. The War of 

the Roses is finally over! 

  

  

Task six: Analysis 

 When are the Lancastrians winning? When are the Yorkists winning? Colour code the statements above with 

a red or white rose. 

 Create a ‘living graph’ for The Wars of the Roses, like the one below.  

 Complete the sentences below. 

 

 Research ‘The Battle of Bosworth’ and how the Wars of the Roses came to an end. 

 

 

 

  



Section three:  Who was Henry VII? 

Task: 

Watch the documentary on Henry VII called ‘The Winter King’ (link below).  As you watch it, answer the following 

questions.  You may find it easiest to either watch it all and then watch it again to answer the questions or pause and 

rewind as you go to complete the questions. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=aBpSRQ6wVPU 

 

1. Part one: Battle of Bosworth 

a) How is Henry VII described?  

b) What was Henry’s army like?  

c) Why did Henry choose to land in Pembrokeshire (Wales)?  

d) Why was the Stanley family important to Henry’s victory?  

e) How were they connected to Henry?  

f) How was Henry victorious? How was he made ‘King’?  

Key question – why does the end of Richard III actually make Henry worried for the future? 

2. Claim to the throne  

a) How does Henry claim a connection / claim to the English throne?  

b) Which previous relation gave Henry a link to the throne?  

c) Where had Henry spent most of his childhood?  

d) Why is a genealogical roll important? What does it tell us?  

e) Why would people pay to have genealogical rolls created?  

 

3. First Parliament 

a) Why was calling Parliament a significant event in Henry being the rightful King?  

b) Why was Parliament worried about the dating of the start of the reign? If the Battle of Bosworth was after 

Henry’s reign started how did it help him?   

 

4. War of the Roses 

a) Why was Richard III unpopular?  

b) Why is the Tudor Rose significant?  

c) What does the emblem represent?  

 

5. Heir 

a) Why was an heir important to Henry VII?  

 

  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=aBpSRQ6wVPU


Section four:  Who were some of the key individuals who played a role in the reign of 

Henry VII? 

 

Task: 
Research each of these key individuals. Limit your research to a 100 word profile explaining the following:  

 their role in government (or the Church),  

 key beliefs or ideas,  

 major political events in which they were Involved.  
 
Remember, only events relevant to the dates 1485-1509. Do not just copy and paste, be  
selective and understand what you are recording, it will help during your studies in Y12.  
 

 Thomas, Lord Stanley (1435-1509.)  
 William Stanley (1435-95)  
 John de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln (1460-87.)  
 Lambert Simnel  
 John Morton (d. 1500)  
 Sir Reginald Bray  
 Richard Empsom  
 Edmund Dudley  
 Maximillian I (1459-1519) Holy Roman Emperor.  
 Charles VIII (1470-98) France  
 James IV (1473-1513) Scotland  
 Gerald Fitzgerald (1456-1513.)  
 Giles, Baron Daubeney (1451-1508)  
 Richard Fox (1447-1528.)  
 John Colet (1467-1519)  
 Sir Thomas More (1478-1535)  
 Thomas Cromwell  
 Thomas Cranmer  
 Cardinal Wolsey 

 

  



Section five:   Big picture of the Tudors 

Before you start on the study on any period of time, it is really useful to have the ‘big picture’ clear before you start.  

This does not need to be detailed, but show an outline.  This will help you place all the details you will learn on to 

this outline.  That is what this task is designed to do. 

Task 

Create a large timeline of the Tudors (1485-1603).  It must highlight: 

- Dates of the monarchs (Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I & Elizabeth I) 

- Significant events at home and abroad  

- Summary of personalities / characteristics of each monarch. 
 

Resources 

You can always use other resources as well, but these links to BBC bitesize pages provide a really good summary to 

help you get this big picture.  You do not need any more detail, but feel free to add to it with your own research if 

you wish! 

Henry VII - https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/tudor-england/henry-vii/ (only site not from the BBC but a decent 

overall summary can be found here) 

Henry VIII - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zghrd2p/revision/1  

Edward VI - http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/edward_vi_king.shtml  

Mary I - http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/mary_i_queen.shtml  

Elizabeth I - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcn4jxs/revision/1  

 

  

https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/tudor-england/henry-vii/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zghrd2p/revision/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/edward_vi_king.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/mary_i_queen.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcn4jxs/revision/1


Extra resources 

Taking time to become even more familiar with the topic and time period is always beneficial and aids with the 

transition in to Y12 so in addition to the activities we have set out, students can read and / or watch some of the 

resources mentioned below (or anything else of interest relevant to the Tudor period in England).  Enjoy! 

 

Books: 

John Guy – A Short Introduction to the Tudors 

Hilary Mantel - Wolf Hall 

Phillipa Gregory novels (The White Queen (some context from the Wars of the Roses), The Red Queen, The Other 

Boleyn Girl, The Boleyn In heritance etc) 

Alison Weir novels and books  

Horrible Histories – The Terrible Tudors 

 

Videos: 

Mind of a Tyrant (David Starkey on Henry VIII) Episode 1: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20nxy2 

Mind of a Tyrant Ep2: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20yb7l 

Mind of a Tyrant Ep3: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20yc5z 

Mind of a Tyrant Ep4: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20ycvr 

Edward and Mary: The Unknown Tudors (Starkey documentary) Ep 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mRFbmSga_4  

Edward and Mary: The Unknown Tudors (Starkey documentary) Ep 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB8qQpnn7eA  

Elizabeth documentary (Starkey again!) Part 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahOvTUkzwqg  

Elizabeth documentary Part 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdDlm1zlloA  

Elizabeth documentary Part 3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JClqvThA1zU  

Elizabeth documentary Part 4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poqWK0Cyz7U  

 

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20nxy2
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20yb7l
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20yc5z
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20ycvr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mRFbmSga_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB8qQpnn7eA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahOvTUkzwqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdDlm1zlloA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JClqvThA1zU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poqWK0Cyz7U

