
King Ecgbert School

Year 9 Options 2024



Who to contact

Mr Jones – Deputy Headteacher
Miss Newton – Year Manager Y9
Mr Beeden – Pastoral Manager KS3
Ms Liddell – SENCO
Mr Vincent – IR Co-Ordinator

year9options@ecgbert.sheffield.sch.uk

mailto:year9options@ecgbert.sheffield.sch.uk


Available soon on our website:

• Presentation
• Options Booklet
• Handout
• Urdu translated information

Click here to go to the 
Y9 Options page.

https://www.ecgbert.sheffield.sch.uk/page/?title=Y9+Options&pid=278


GCSEs

▪ ‘New’ GCSEs (since 2015) – greater content 
and more demanding

▪ GCSE grades have changed (9 to 1)

▪ No modules – all exams at end of Y11

▪ Reduced controlled assessment/NEA

▪ Some marks specifically for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar in some subjects

▪ The continued promotion of the English 
Baccalaureate (Ebacc)



New GCSE Grades

9/8 A* and above

7 A

6 B

5 B/C

4 C

3 D

2 E

1 F/G



English Baccalaureate

▪ English GCSE

▪ Maths GCSE

▪ Two Science GCSEs (includes Computing)

▪ Humanity GCSE (Geography or History)

▪ Modern Foreign Language GCSE

(French, German)

Broad and balanced academic curriculum





“While your child may not have decided on their 
future career path yet, choosing the Ebacc at 

GCSE gives them access to a full range of 
employment options when they leave secondary 
school and the broad knowledge that employers 

are looking for.” 



Core Courses in Y10 and Y11

Core subjects

▪ English 
▪ English Literature
▪ Mathematics
▪ Science 
▪ L@kes (PSHCE + RE)
▪ PE



Science

▪ Separate Sciences
GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics
3 GCSEs (7.5 periods)

▪ GCSE Combined Science
Students study Biology, Chemistry, Physics
2 GCSEs (5 periods)

All students express a preference for one of the
above courses and we try to ensure as many
students as possible get their preference.



L@KES

L@kes lessons promote students' personal 
development and embed our school values of 
excellence, respect and aspiration. L@kes lessons 
prepare students for post 16 education, the world of 
work and life beyond King Ecgbert School. We 
continue to tackle topical issues and follow the core 
L@kes themes:

▪ Health and wellbeing

▪ Relationships

▪ The wider world

▪ Religious beliefs



Option Forms

▪ The school will use assessment data to guide all students

▪ We will direct many students to study the English 
Baccalaureate (Ebacc) subjects

▪ However, for some students more flexibility and a greater 
number of choices in their options is desirable (these 
students can choose to study all the Ebacc subjects)

▪ Some students will need a more personalised curriculum

▪ SEND staff (e.g. Ms Liddell and Mr Vincent) will be 
working with targeted students



French 
half of Y9



German 
half of Y9





Option Forms
▪ They will be sent out in the week beginning 5th

February 2024

▪ Option forms can be handed to Mr Jones, to your 
Form Tutor, or put in the box in Student Reception

▪ Forms must be returned by 8th March 2024

▪ On the back of your form, you can add any further 
information (optional) 

▪ On the back of your form, you can request a 
telephone call if you would like to discuss any issues

▪ Forms must be signed by a parent or carer

▪ FAQs are included on the back of the form



GCSEs

Art French
Business Studies Geography
Computer Science German
Design & Technology History
Drama Music
Fashion & Textiles PE
Food Prep. & Nutrition

Choices in Y10 and Y11



Other courses - these lead to GCSE equivalent 
qualifications:

▪ BTEC Health & Social Studies
▪ Construction and the Built Environment
▪ BTEC Digital Information Technology
▪ BTEC Sport

Limited exams and more controlled 
assessment throughout the course.

Choices in Y10 and Y11



Technology

▪ Design & Technology GCSE

▪ Fashion & Textiles GCSE

▪ Food Preparation & Nutrition GCSE

▪ Construction and the Built Environment



Construction and  the Built Environment.

Professional Software Modelling

State of the Art Equipment

Graded A* - C

HE/FE Approved Pathway

21st Century Careers

Industry Sponsorship

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_h_mmsjESYeYxM&tbnid=PWpU9KupJLLnhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.lakedistrict-architect.co.uk/Revit_resources%20Index%20page.htm&ei=QU8DU97pMMqrhQe4kYGABw&psig=AFQjCNEXvRSOS5V4vFsV0qQRnEDqvBmncg&ust=1392812153576666
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_h_mmsjESYeYxM&tbnid=PWpU9KupJLLnhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.designbymany.com/content/beijing-national-stadium-revit&ei=JU8DU9_9EoXD7AbYiYHIBw&psig=AFQjCNEXvRSOS5V4vFsV0qQRnEDqvBmncg&ust=1392812153576666
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_h_mmsjESYeYxM&tbnid=PWpU9KupJLLnhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://bimboombam.wordpress.com/2009/07/25/thank-you-to-gc-test-team/gc-in-revit/&ei=D08DU5j3N42rhAfkoICgAw&psig=AFQjCNEXvRSOS5V4vFsV0qQRnEDqvBmncg&ust=1392812153576666
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=z3ugvRJZSP40YM&tbnid=WU-YTSw1XFywaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ioringa.blogspot.com/2011/04/descarga-autodesk-revit-architecture.html&ei=yE8DU6D8F6yv7AaxhoEI&psig=AFQjCNEXvRSOS5V4vFsV0qQRnEDqvBmncg&ust=1392812153576666
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=w8A5DdoltFCVuM&tbnid=BPaJA5hH91Xj5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cgpersia.com/2012/03/page/2&ei=mk8DU8fAIYrBhAf64IDQBg&psig=AFQjCNEXvRSOS5V4vFsV0qQRnEDqvBmncg&ust=1392812153576666
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=w8A5DdoltFCVuM&tbnid=BPaJA5hH91Xj5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://clubrevit.com/tag/structure/&ei=hE8DU9q3E8bm7AaTrID4Bg&psig=AFQjCNEXvRSOS5V4vFsV0qQRnEDqvBmncg&ust=1392812153576666


There are 2 different Computing courses

▪ BTEC Digital Information Technology

▪ Computer Science GCSE 
(on track for a high grade (grade 6 or above) 
in Maths)

Computing



There are 2 different sport courses

▪ PE GCSE

▪ Sport BTEC  

We are also exploring whether there is demand 
from students to take Dance GCSE. 

(Write on as optional comment if selecting a PE 
or Sport course.)

Students selecting a course in PE or Sport will be 
guided to make the right choice by PE staff.

Physical Education



Helping Students Make the Best 
Choices

Sources of information and advice

▪ Teachers give information in Y9 lessons

▪ Options Booklet (online)

▪ Parents and carers

▪ L@kes lessons



Year 9 L@kes lessons

In L@kes lessons this half term, the students have been:

• Developing their understanding of the essential skills 
needed in the world of work.

• Understanding skills and qualities they have and how these 
can be linked to selecting subjects.

• Linking their essential skills and qualities to subject options.

• Able to have one to one conversation with their L@kes
teacher about the options process. 

• Able to meet Mr Fennell (Careers Leader).

• Guided through the option form.

• Use of Unifrog to explore courses and careers.



Points to Note

▪ Subjects only run if there are enough students 
who want to do each course

▪ Every combination of choices may not be 
possible

▪ It is therefore necessary to express preferences 
and give alternatives (Reserve Choice)

▪ All students will be completing a 25-hour 
curriculum – dropping subjects at a later date is 
not possible



Timetable

▪ November/December 2023 Y9 reports issued

▪ 30th November 2023 Parents’ Evening

▪ 25th January 2024 Options Evening 

▪ W/b 5th February 2024 Option forms sent out

▪ 8th March 2024 Option form deadline*

*Forms returned after this date risk not getting on 
oversubscribed courses.



Thank You

All subject presentations and drop-ins 
are on B Short, B Long or in the 
Drama spaces.


