"Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have
been used to dispossess and to malign; but stories

can also be used to empower and to humanise.”
- Chimamanda Ngozie Adichie

KS3 Reading List

In light of the recent events in the USA, we have put together a reading list
of some wonderful books and links to help you learn more about racial injustice.

Books can act as powerful windows to understand other lives and perspectives,
as well as acting as mirrors to look at ourselves more closely. We hope you
enjoy reading one of these books.



Noughts and Crosses - Malorie
Blackman

* This is 'speculative fiction’ set in an alternative 215" century Britain,
It imagines an alternative history whereby black Africans Colonised &Ng\)ﬁ\“s

and enslaved white Europeans and now hold the power as the ROSSES
Crosses - while whites (Noughts) are seen as the inferior race.

* Noughts and Crosses is the flr's’r in a series of 5 books and traces
the Telationship between Sep g (Cross) and Callum gNough‘r) and the
|

attempts by various groups an ndnvnduals for equalit —
P Y group 9 4 “MALORIE %{%}(()&EEN

BLACKMAN

* This has now been turned in to a drama for the BBC and can be
accessed on iPlayer.

* The other four books in the series are:
Noughts and Crosses, Knife Edge, Checkmate, Double Cross and Crossfire.




Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry -
Mildred Taylor

* The book told through the eyes of 9 year old RolIofThundeg
Cassie Logan as she and her siblings learn hard b
lessons about segregation in 1930's Mississippi.

» This is a powerful book that deals with difficult
subject matter through the innocent eyes of a

child.

It was written in 1976 and won the Newberry
medal. Taylor has since written two sequels, Let
the Circle be Unbroken (1981) and The Road to
Memphis (19900 followed by a prequel to the
Logan family saga, The Land (2001).




'Refugee Boy’' - Benjamin Zephaniah

ﬁefugdee Boy was written in 2001 and won the 2002 Portsmouth Book
war

It is a book about Alem Kelo, a 14-year-old refugee from Ethiopia and
Eritrea.

Alem |s on holida ¥ with his father for a few days in London. He has

never een out o |o ia before and is very excited. They have a

greaT ew days to e’r er' until one morning when Alem wakes up in the
e)rhcmdh rea ias they are staying at to fmd the unthinkable. His
father has lef

It is only when the owner of the bed and breakfast hands him a letter

that Alem is given an explanation. Alem's father admits that because of

the political problems in' Ethiopia both he and Alem's mo‘rher' felt A
\ﬁ‘c\)uI% I:;elsafgr in Londlon e\|/e|?1l though it is breaking their hearts to g‘o
is

Alem is now on his own, his fate resting_in the hands of the Refu ee
Council and the British justice system~This story charts Ale ate as
he is moved from children's home to foster family, and in an ou’r of
court hearings. He lives from letter to letter, wcu’rmg to hear from his
father, and in particular about his mother, who has riow gone missing.

benjanin
zephaniah




Brown Girl Dreaming’ - Jacqueline
Woodson

» Written in 2014, Jacqueline Woodson's memoir is
the winner of a US National Book Award, a Newbery
Honor, and a Coretta Scott King Award. orenn el decamin

* Told in vivid and emotional poetry, this is the story
of a childhood spent between New York and South
Caroling, and of never truly feeling at home in either
place. Of growing up as an African-American girl in
the 1960s and 1970s, in the wake of the Civil Rights
movement. Of discovering the first sparks of an
incredible gift for writing, which would last a
lifetime. And of one girl's search for her voice, her
identity, and her place in the world.

JACQUELINE
WOODSON




New Kid" by Jerry Craft

New Kind' is a 2019 graphic novel by Jerry Craft and tells the story of Jordan
Banks who exper'lences cul’rur'e shock when he enr'o s a‘r rivate sc hool. The book
was well received and won the 2020 Newbery Medal and or'e‘r’ra Scott King Award.
It was the first graphic novel to be awarded the Newbery Medal.

Rlver'dale Academ Day School is every parent’s dream for their chlld it has a
beautiful sp r'aw m cam us, a rigorous academuc curriculum, and amF

ex’rr'acur'r'lcu ar a lvmes Tt's a o) dls‘rmc’r¥ ackmrg in dlverSITy African-American
new kid Jordan Banks would rather go to art schoo his ar'en‘rs have enr'olled
him, so he dutifully commutes to ’rh Bronx from his h ome m Was mgr’ron e|I9
Manhattan. When he's not being confused with the few other students of colou

he is being spoken to in slang, i§ receiving looks when financial aid is mentioned, or'
is forced Yo havigate many more micro-aggressions.

Artwork by Craft inferweaves the story with Jor‘dans sketchbook drawings, which
convey the tension of exus’rmg in two markedly different places, The sketches show
him bem called "angry” for his obser'va’rlons fee ing minuscule in a cafeteria, and
travel ch; J |c ’rr'anspor’r across different sociogconomic and r‘acually
se regated neighbourhoods, changing his outfit and demeanour to fit in.

ad? g story© ffer's an authentic secondary cast and captures the hi h mks of

e Schoolers and the tensions that come with being a person of co our' ina

’rmdl‘ruonally white space.

q),

> JERRY CRAFT




‘The only black girls in town’ - Brandy
Colbert

* Only J':L)JST published in 2020, ‘The only black girls in fown' is the new
novel’by award-winning Brandy Colbert.

« Twelve-year-old surfing fanatic Alberta has lived in Ewing Beach,
Californig, with her fathers for much of her life. Her farily is one of
the only black families in fown, until the Whitmans buy the old bed and
breakfast across the street. Goth Edie, the same age’as Alberta, is
nothing like her. She's a proud Brooklyn native: she wears all black,
down fo the black lipstick she's never'without; and she doesn't_
understand why everyone in Ewing loves the beach. And while Edie's

Ef)ﬁr'.en’rs are divorcing, Alberta's dads remain deeply in love. Despite

lif

eir differences, the two become fast friends just as Alberta's

ifelong best friend, who is white, begins drifting tfoward the popular
girl who has bullied Alberta with racist taunts for years. When Alberta
and Edie find a set of mysterious journals in Edie's'new house, they also
uncover an enduring secret.

« Imperfect, vulnerable characters take centre stage in Colbert's middle
%r'ade debut about gr‘owmsg up on the margins in the past andspr'esen‘r.
olbert employs a compulsively readable Style to convey the sometimes

difficult experience of young friendship, and the power and peril of
claiming one's identity out lotd.



Ghost Boys’ - by Jewell Parker
Rhodes

* Published in 2018, this feels like a timely novel as it tackles the story of a 12

ear old boy who is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for' a real e s
hreat. chcll Parker ledes
« Set in an impoverished ChICG% 0 neig hbourhood this sombre story blends
history with current events erome Rogers, a'black 12-year-old, is playing OSt
outside with a toy gun when he is shot and killed by a white policeman who

views him as a thréat. Now J er'ome wanders the eglr"rh w:’rh o’rher' mghos‘r boys" Bovs
whose deaths are all connec‘re ‘ro igotry. Ir'omca fy the only uman who can BEg =AY A
see Jerome is Sarah, the young aug ’rer' of cer whao ‘rook is life,
Jerome meets the ghost of Emmett Till and Iearns the horrific details of his
murder. Emmett, like the other ghost boys, cannot rest UHTI| ’rhe world IS
swept clean of discriminatory vidlence; maybe Jerome can help if he can make
Sarah understand that her father's act was a result of deeply ingrained
racism.

« Rhodes writes in short, poetic chapters that offer graphic depictions of
avoidable tragedies; her hope for a better world packs a powerful punch
delivering a call to action to speak out against prejudice and erase harmful
misconceptions.
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Articles

* https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/19/lambs-to-the-slaughter-50-lives-ruined-by-the-
windrush-scandal

e https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jul/07/london-born-twins-face-deportation-to-different-
countries

* https://jezebel.com/i-dont-know-what-to-do-with-good-white-people-1671201391
* https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/mar/30/black-power-salute-1968-olympics

* https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/new-goals-what-happens-when-poor-young-black-men-from-london-s-
mean-streets-are-sent-to-rugby-one-of-britain-s-top-public-schools-skp33q9v?2

* https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/29/slavery-abolition-compensation-when-will-britain-face-
up-to-its-crimes-against-humanity

e https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/feb/28/if-we-did-nothing-we-would-be-killed-on-the-streets-
benjamin-zephaniah-on-fighting-the-tar-right?CMP=share btn fb

. htt;()jszl//www.theguard|an.com/sport/london—2012—o|vmplcs—blog/2011/dec/21/jesse-owens—four-go|d—
medals

e https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/mar/13/studs-terkel-race-us-20-years

e https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/loving-v-virginia-movie n 58laee7eed4b0c43e6cle2dfe?ril8n=true



https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/19/lambs-to-the-slaughter-50-lives-ruined-by-the-windrush-scandal
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jul/07/london-born-twins-face-deportation-to-different-countries
https://jezebel.com/i-dont-know-what-to-do-with-good-white-people-1671201391
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/mar/30/black-power-salute-1968-olympics
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/new-goals-what-happens-when-poor-young-black-men-from-london-s-mean-streets-are-sent-to-rugby-one-of-britain-s-top-public-schools-skp33q9v2
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/29/slavery-abolition-compensation-when-will-britain-face-up-to-its-crimes-against-humanity
https://www.vulture.com/2020/06/brit-bennett-the-vanishing-half-interview.html
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/london-2012-olympics-blog/2011/dec/21/jesse-owens-four-gold-medals
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/mar/13/studs-terkel-race-us-20-years
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/loving-v-virginia-movie_n_581aee7ee4b0c43e6c1e2dfe?ri18n=true
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Glasgow's Links To Slavery | Frank
Posted by BBC Scotland
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Famous Speech 1994 Apartheid Speech  First Speech

Martin Luther King - A Dream Speech - August 28, 1963

of American chattel slavery, though.


https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time
https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUtAxUQjwB4&t=1702s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUtAxUQjwB4&t=1702s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eXdt1eGgCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eXdt1eGgCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGvoXeXCoUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGvoXeXCoUY
https://www.facebook.com/BBCScotland/videos/578926556338532/
https://www.facebook.com/BBCScotland/videos/578926556338532/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzLT54QjclA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzLT54QjclA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5GCetbP7Fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5GCetbP7Fg
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story

Music and poetry

A D QTILT T RISE. .

e https://www.poetryfoundati
on.org/collections/146367/p
oetry-and-the-civil-rights-
movement

BOB DYLAN
HURRICANE



https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/146367/poetry-and-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inNBpizpZkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inNBpizpZkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrY9eHkXTa4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrY9eHkXTa4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qviM_GnJbOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qviM_GnJbOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTt4GAjPh58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTt4GAjPh58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_SUNDJT9DY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_SUNDJT9DY

TV and documentaries

vPlayer

Sitting in Limbo

DARK GIRLS

e )

SLAVERYm

by Another Name

WHEN THEY
SEE US

e =Y

When They See Us



https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p08g29ff/sitting-in-limbo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p08g29ff/sitting-in-limbo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00068sk/the-unwanted-the-secret-windrush-files
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00068sk/the-unwanted-the-secret-windrush-files

